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question, nor yet holding forth like some others [Windl here hinted at]. He was always ready to hear others as i to talk himself."a
Obviously, then, Pitt's conversation was free from so the defects which mar the efforts of professional talker never used the sledge-hammer methods by which Dr. Jc too often won an unfair advantage; he scorned to make feigned incidents or grossly exaggerated accounts wherebj small wits gain a passing repute. His speech, in private public, seems to have resembled a limpid stream, the i overflow of a mind richly stocked and a nature at once and affectionate.
Sometimes the stream raced and danced along, as a from an entry in the diary of George Selwyn, in March i;
When I left the House, I left in one room a party of young mi made me, from their life and spirits, wish for one night to be There was a tablefull of them drinking—young Pitt, Lord ] Berkley, North, etc., singing and laughing a gorge defloyee: s them sang very good catches; one Wilberforce, a M. of P., s£ best.
This is only one of many signs that nature had bestov Pitt social gifts and graces which under more favourabl ditions would have made him the centre of a devoted ci friends. True, he was too shy and modest to figure as a pi Dr. Johnson; too natural to pose as did the literary J Strawberry Hill; too prudent to vie with Fox as the ch and gamester of a great club. But in his own way and in h sphere he might have carried on those honourable trai whirTi Viavp investor! thp life of .St. .Srenhen's with literal